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CHICAGO – There are a couple directions to the long career of Bob Saget, who passed away unexpectedly at age 65 on January 9th, 2022.
The first of course was his role as Danny Tanner, the Dad he portrayed in the 1980s sitcom “Full House” and later in the Netflix revival “Fuller
House.” The second is his stand-up comedy, whose reputation for filthy jokes had no boundaries. He embraced both sides to the very end.

Robert Lane “Bob” Saget was born in Philadelphia, and was encouraged by a high school teacher to get into the arts. After a stint at Temple
University’s film school, Saget moved to Los Angeles to pursue on-air opportunities, and landed with “The Morning Show” on CBS-TV in 1987.
That same year he got the role as Danny Tanner, the affable Dad on the “Full House,” a family sitcom on ABC-TV that was part of the Thomas
Miller and Robert Boyett universe of TV series.
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Bob Saget in Chicago, April 16th, 2014

Photo credit: Joe Arce of Starstruck Foto for HollywoodChicago.com

After eight seasons on the show – while at the same time hosting “America’s Funniest Videos’ – Saget reinvented himself as a stand-up
comic who works dirty, mostly due to a memorable appearance in the movie “The Aristocrats” (2005). He also was on the sitcom “How I Met
Your Mother,” portraying the older narration voice of character Ted Mosby. In 2014, the year of the following interview, he released his memoir
“Dirty Daddy: Chronicle of a Family Man Turned Filthy Comedian.”

Since then, he reprised his role as Danny Tanner in the Netflix revival of his former sitcom aptly titled “Fuller House,” (2016-20) and had
continued his stand up comedy career. And in keeping with the last decade, he began a podcast called “Bob Saget is Here for You.”

The following flashback interview with Patrick McDonald of HollywoodChicago.com – with a photo by Joe Arce – took place in April of 2014 at
the Museum of Broadcast Communications in Chicago, for the event “An Evening with Bob Saget.”

HollywoodChicago.com: The first and obvious question – In ‘Dirty Daddy,’ what do you want to tell the fans of ‘Full House’ about Danny
Tanner, and what do you want to tell the fans of your harder edge image about Bob Saget?

Bob Saget: The book happened organically. It wasn’t directed to do anything but be honest about where I’m at right now. What is
communicated, and this didn’t come to light until I put the book together, is that I’ve been defined primarily with the number of relatives and
close friends that have past away in my life, and how I’ve been dealing with it. It has comedy, because I do use that to diffuse pain.

My parents lost four children, and I lost four uncles – my Dad’s brothers – who all died young. Two of my siblings died before I was born, and
of my two older sisters – one passed away due to a brain aneurysm at age 37, and other died of Scieroderma at 47. So the book was
something that was in me for a long time, and the genetics of the book is about hope.
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HollywoodChicago.com: So in that sense, which audience are you trying to reach?

Saget: It’s a summation, if somebody asked me to tell them about myself, I would just hand them the book. If I had a date – and I won’t – but
if I did I would just hand them the book, and then order dessert.

HollywoodChicago.com: I read that you were swayed from a pursuit of a medical career by a teacher who saw creative potential in you. How
did that vote of confidence propel you to Temple and their film program?

Saget: The lady’s name was Elaine Zimmerman, who taught me my Senior year at Abington High near Philadelphia. She told me point blank
to not become a doctor, but become a comedian. My answer to that is she saved thousands of lives. [laughs] And just going back to the
theme, Elaine died in an automobile accident ten years later. I’m not a death monger, but everybody is touched by it. She was an amazing
teacher.

HollywoodChicago.com: It seemed when the film ‘The Aristocrats’ came out, that you got the lion’s share of attention for being the
comedian who would go furthest with the telling-of-that-joke concept. What was your reaction to that attention, and how did it steer you into the
‘Dirty Daddy’ direction that became this book and your upcoming tour?

Saget: It was a very interesting turn of events, to say the least. Somehow lightning hit on that, and I didn’t really know the joke that was the
centerpiece of the film. Producer Penn Jillette and director Paul Provenza asked me to do it, and egged me on behind the camera to go further
with the joke, even though I didn’t want to. [laughs] I thought it might ruin me. But when I saw it, I thought it just was funny, so I signed the
release. It got me a surprising amount of press, just at the time I started appearing on the HBO series ‘Entourage.’

Bob Saget (with glasses) and the Cast of ‘Fuller House’

Photo credit: Netflix

HollywoodChicago.com: You are one of the leading advocates of the Scieroderma Research Foundation, in memory of your sister. What
progress has been made in research regarding the disease, and what humbles you when you meet the scientists who are working towards a
cure?

Saget: It was about losing my sister to the disease, but oddly enough I had another friend who got me involved in a benefit, because she had
the disease. This was before my sister was even diagnosed. Over the years, our benefits have raised over 30 million dollars for research, and
the doctors at Johns Hopkins University, the University of California San Francisco and Stanford are doing cutting edge research that we’ve
funded. You can find all the information at srfcure.org. [18]

HollywoodChicago.com: What would be the best thing if we all lived in a world created by Thomas Miller and Robert Boyett?

Saget: You know what? Everything would be clean. [laughs] It would be so beautiful. You would get laughs all the time, you would be happy
all time. When you’re sad, it wouldn’t last that long, because music would play and then you’d hear the moral to the story.

Source material from this article is from Wikipedia. “Dirty Daddy: Chronicle of a Family Man Turned Filthy Comedian” is available wherever
books are sold. Bob Saget, 1956-2022

By PATRICK McDONALD [20]
Editor and Film Writer

Page 3 of 4

http://www.srfcure.org/
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/about#PAT
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/about#PAT


In Memoriam: Flashback Interview and Exclusive Photo of Bob Saget
Published on HollywoodChicago.com (http://www.hollywoodchicago.com)

[19]

HollywoodChicago.com
pat@hollywoodchicago.com [19]

© 2022 Patrick McDonald, HollywoodChicago.com
 
Source URL (retrieved on Mar 28 2024 - 9:52am):
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/36288/in-memoriam-flashback-interview-and-exclusive-photo-of-bob-saget

Links:
[1] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/users/hankq
[2] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/age-65
[3] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/bob-saget
[4] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/dead
[5] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/dies
[6] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/dirty-daddy-chronicle-of-a-family-man-turned-filthy-comedian
[7] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/entourage
[8] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/full-house
[9] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/hollywoodchicagodotcom-content
[10] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/how-i-met-your-mother
[11] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/labels/interview.html
[12] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/joe-are
[13] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/john-stamos
[14] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/miller-boyett-productions
[15] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/obituary
[16] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/patrick-mcdonald
[17] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/the-artistocrats
[18] http://www.srfcure.org/
[19] mailto:pat@hollywoodchicago.com
[20] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/about#PAT

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Page 4 of 4

mailto:pat@hollywoodchicago.com
mailto:pat@hollywoodchicago.com
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/36288/in-memoriam-flashback-interview-and-exclusive-photo-of-bob-saget
http://www.tcpdf.org

