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CHICAGO – Film has always felt like a much more accessible way to get cultured than, say, going to watch a play or opera. Watching a
foreign film can educate you about the world and history as well as any play. “The Nutcracker and the Four Realms” promised that kind of
experience, but your time is better served catching the actual ballet at a local theater instead.

Rating: 2.0/5.0

This film was based on the magnificent Tchaikovsky ballet, which was in turn inspired by E.T.A. Hoffmann’s fantasy story, “The Nutcracker
and the Mouse King.” What this film does it try to combine the two mediums—a gorgeous dance movement with a beautiful set design with
hardly any plot, and a story full of fleshed out characters and adventure—to create something that is simultaneously both and neither. First-time
writer Ashleigh Powell crafts the film’s story and plot to fit the children’s film mold, which leaves it feeling a lot less original and a lot more like
one of those forgettable straight to home video sequels they released decades ago. Everything is straightforward with only one “major” twist
you already know is coming. The motivations are vague and often verge on the comically nonsensical. Most characters can’t even get a coat
of character development painted on them, just becoming pretty set pieces that we revisit when we need a shoddy line of exposition thrown in
the mix to keep up from confused.

The only character who is actually treated like a person is Clara (Mackenzie Foy), our guide into this world. Clara is shown as strong and
smart, but an emotional mess. To make sure that the audience understands just how unconventional Clara is, they make sure to emphasize
her tomboy aesthetic, like the masculine quality of her clothes and her unkempt hair. Her motivation throughout the entire film is to figure out
what she’s missing in her life, with the obvious realization later being that she’s had it all along. In the end, I do love the message, no matter
how many times I see it in films meant for children. It’s a strong message that bears repeating, but for once I’d like to see them change it up
by having it delivered by a boy who is in touch with his feminine side. The film also does a good job of reminding us that judging people and
things based on appearances is wrong. Sometimes, things that appear sweet are actually sour, and vice versa.

“The Nutcracker and the Four Realms” opens everywhere on November 2nd. Featuring Keira Knightley, Morgan Freeman, Mackenzie Foy,
Eugenio Derbez, Helen Mirren, Richard E. Grant, and Jayden Fowora-Knight. Directed by Lasse Hallström and Joe Johnston. Written by
Ashleigh Powell. Rated “PG”

Continue reading for Jon Espino’s full review of “The Nutcracker and the Four Realms” [16]
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 Each realm finally meeting Clara in ‘The Nutcracker and the Four Realms’
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