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CHICAGO – He was America’s sidekick in TV’s golden decades of the 1960s and ‘70s, and was a proud Chicago-born-and-bred performer.
Bill Daily, better known as Major Roger Healey (“I Dream of Jeannie”) and the wacky neighbor Howard Borden (“The Bob Newhart Show”)
died at his New Mexico home at the age of 91 on September 4th, 2018.

Bill Daily’s family moved here in the late 1930’s, and he attended Lane Tech High School in the city. He worked his way up the show
business ladder by doing stand-up comedy and music for clubs in the area, as well as attending the Goodman Theatre School and working as
a floor manager for WMAQ, a local TV station. It was through those connections that he met his future co-star Bob Newhart, who was
beginning his stand-up career as well.
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Bill Daily at the “Hollywood Show Chicago” in 2013

Photo credit: Joe Arce of Starstruck Foto for HollywoodChicago.com

He eventually made his way to Hollywood, and began working on TV in small parts on shows like “Bewitched” and “My Mother the Car.” In
1965, he was cast as Roger Healey on “I Dream of Jeannie,” and would play that memorable comic part for five seasons. Two years after
“Jeannie” was canceled, old Chicago pal Bob Newhart tapped Daily for the role of next door neighbor Howard Borden on “The Bob Newhart
Show.” Daily was with that series until it ended in 1978.

After that run, he made numerous TV guest star appearances through the late 1990s – including “Match Game” and the alien comedy “Alf” –
and did some radio from 2006 to 2009 after he retired in New Mexico. He passed away of natural causes in Santa Fe, and is survived by three
children.

HollywoodChicago.com was honored to talk to Bill Daily in 2013 (at the “Hollywood Show” in Rosemont, Illinois), and the full interview is
reprinted below. Photographer Joe Arce of HollywoodChicago.com took the Exclusive Photos.

HollywoodChicago.com: What did you take with you from your Chicago roots that has stayed with you throughout your life?

Bill Daily: I’m 86 years old, I have trouble remembering yesterday [laughs]. I loved the people, the charm and being the only Irish guy in my
neighborhood, around Ashland and Chicago Avenue. I went to grammar school in Logan Square, went to high school at Lane Tech, and
studied acting at the Goodman Theater. I got my first job working on the Cubs games for WGN-TV, and was a floor director at WMAQ-TV, the 
NBC affiliate in Chicago.

I did all this despite being dyslexic, and had a hard time reading, so I naturally became funny to overcome it. I would have been nothing if I
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hadn’t been dyslexic, because when you can’t read, you’d better be funny. so that’s how it all worked out.

HollywoodChicago.com: You had your first encounter with Bob Newhart when you were both young stand-up comedians in Chicago. Can
you describe those first, early days with him?

Daily: Bob is the nicest human being you’ll ever meet, but not so great to work with – he’s so smart he never wanted to rehearse. So we’d
have to get up in front of a live audience with little rehearsal, the pressure was on. But he is one of my best friends, and just a great guy.

HollywoodChicago.com: I read that you were involved in his famous Abraham Lincoln stand-up bit, where Bob plays a press agent talking to
him on the phone …

Dreaming: Bill Daily and Barbara Eden
Photo credit: Joe Arce of Starstruck Foto for HollywoodChicago.com

Daily: I was working as a director at WMAQ, as I said. I was helping to produce an awards show, and at the time Bob was still my accountant
[Newhart’s pre-show business job]. Right before the show, the engineers went on strike, which meant I had more minutes to fill. I knew Bob
had the Abraham Lincoln Press Agent bit from playing the local clubs, so he went on the show, he did the bit, and just killed. After that, he was
signed to do comedy albums, movies and such, but that was the break. I never told that story before.

HollywoodChicago.com: The late, great Larry Hagman had his difficulties on your show in the late 1960s, as it is documented that he was
part of the L.A. party scene. How did you help him get through that period as a co-worker and friend?

Daily: He had a drinking problem, but I loved working with him. We were a true team – he would rehearse, he’d go over and over stuff, and he
was brilliant, even when he was drinking. I loved the man.

HollywoodChicago.com: You only managed to do one feature film, Walt Disney’s ‘The Barefoot Executive,’ in which your co-star was a
chimp. Was there any other films you auditioned for, but somehow didn’t get?

Daily: I had to audition to the chimp, because he had a tendency to be mean to his co-stars [laughs]. At one point, I had to throw him out of an
airplane, but he really liked me – but even then, he would snap at me if we had too many takes. I didn’t get much opportunity in film, but I did
something late in my career called ‘Alligator II: The Mutation’ (1991), which was beyond horrible.

HollywoodChicago.com: The great Marcia Wallace told me that you love women more than any man she ever knew. What was your best
opening line?

Daily: I was always funny, so that makes it easier. I’m not the type of guy who wants to hang around guys, I love to hang around women.
They are funny, smart and easy to be with, but I was mischaracterized as a womanizer. I was married to my first wife for 30 years, but I didn’t
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love her, so it seemed I was going out on her. When I met my second wife, I was madly in love with her, and that made all the difference.

HollywoodChicago.com: Turnabout is fair play - tell me something about Marcia Wallace that the rest of the world doesn’t know.

Daily: We both didn’t make any money on the Newhart show initially because of the contract structures in those days. Also later we sat next
to each other on the game show ‘The Match Game.’ She was always brilliant, charming and funny.

 Source material for this article is from Wikipedia. Bill Daily, The Chicago-born Sidekick, 1927-2018. “The Hollywood Show” will be in Chicago
next March. For details, click here. [23] 

[24]

By PATRICK McDONALD [25]
Editor and Film Writer
HollywoodChicago.com
pat@hollywoodchicago.com [24]

© 2018 Patrick McDonald, HollywoodChicago.com
 
Source URL (retrieved on Apr 18 2024 - 1:09am):
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/28825/tv-news-appreciation-for-bill-daily-of-i-dream-of-jeannie-and-the-bob-newhart-show

Links:
[1] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/users/hankq
[2] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/91
[3] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/barbara-eden
[4] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/bill-daily
[5] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/chicago
[6] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/dead
[7] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/death
[8] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/hollywoodchicagodotcom-content
[9] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/howard-borden
[10] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/i-dream-of-jeannie
[11] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/joe-arce
[12] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/larry-hagman
[13] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/marcia-wallace
[14] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/new-mexico
[15] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/news
[16] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/patrick-mcdonald
[17] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/roger-healey
[18] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/the-bob-newhart-show
[19] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/the-hollywood-show
[20] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/tv
[21] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/wmaq-tv
[22] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/dvd-theater-tv-news
[23] ”http://hollywoodshow.com/mainchicago.php&#8221;
[24] mailto:pat@hollywoodchicago.com
[25] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/about#PAT

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Page 4 of 4

mailto:pat@hollywoodchicago.com
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/about#PAT
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/about#PAT
mailto:pat@hollywoodchicago.com
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/28825/tv-news-appreciation-for-bill-daily-of-i-dream-of-jeannie-and-the-bob-newhart-show
http://www.tcpdf.org

