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CHICAGO – If the film “Get Out” was a shot across the bow in satirizing black and white skin relationships, then “Sorry to Bother You” is a
freaking Tomahawk missile. It’s about the time, the space and the state of the human race, which comes to a crescendo of wild and untamed
proportions.

Rating: 4.0/5.0

It is the debut film of writer/director Boots Riley, a 1990s hip hop artist originally from Chicago. The flow of the story is stream of
consciousness, but the narrative drives many issues and economic/political points home. Art, commerce, materialism and even slavery is
skewered, often to no points of recovery. The centerpiece is the use of the “white voice” in sales (aided by the voiceover work of David Cross
and Patton Oswalt) to gain success for an African American telemarketer, and what he must lose along the way to keeping gaining. It’s radical
tone is similar to a 1960s satire called “Putney Swope” (set in advertising), but applying the accelerator, as it speeds along to its own rhythm.
It is the most original artist statement in cinema so far this year.

In an alternate universe Oakland in the modern day, a young adult African American man named Cassius (Lakeith Stanfield) is starting a new
job as a telemarketer at a company called RegalView. This workaday world is counter to his performance artist girlfriend Detroit (Tessa
Thompson), but Cassius needs the money to pay his Uncle Sergio (Terry Crews) his back rent.

Cassius sits next to Langston (Danny Glover), who gives him a tip on how to be more successful in phone sales… use a “white voice” (David
Cross). The absurd nasally tone makes the redubbed “Cash” the biggest seller on the floor. When he moves up to the executive tower, his
success comes with another price, amid a strike at RegalView and a secret at its questionable subsidiary WorryFree. But Cash is going to the
top, and CEO Steve Lift (Armie Hammer) wants to use him on the way.

 “Sorry to Bother You” began its nationwide release in Chicago on July 6th, opening wide on July 13th. See local listings for theaters and
show times. Featuring Lakeith Stanfield, Tessa Thompson, Jermaine Fowler, Terry Crews, Armie Hammer, Steven Yuen, David Cross and
Danny Glover. Written and directed by Boots Riley. Rated “R”

Continue reading for Patrick McDonald’s full review of “Sorry to Bother You” [19]
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Wounded Warrior: Cassius (Lakeith Stanfield) in ‘Sorry to Bother You’

Photo credit: Annapurna Pictures

Continue reading for Patrick McDonald’s full review of “Sorry to Bother You” [19]

 
Source URL (retrieved on Apr 23 2024 - 9:35am):
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/28665/film-review-pungent-trippy-satire-in-sorry-to-bother-you

Links:
[1] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/users/hankq
[2] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/annapurna-pictures
[3] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/armie-hammer
[4] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/black
[5] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/danny-glover
[6] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/david-cross
[7] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/hollywoodchicagodotcom-content
[8] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/jermaine-fowler
[9] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/lakeith-stanfield
[10] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/movie-review
[11] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/patrick-mcdonald
[12] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/patton-oswalt
[13] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/sorry-to-bother-you
[14] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/steven-yuen
[15] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/telemarketing
[16] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/terry-crews
[17] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/tessa-thompson
[18] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/white-voice
[19] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/reviews/28663/pungent-trippy-satire-in-sorry-to-bother-you

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Page 2 of 2

http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/reviews/28663/pungent-trippy-satire-in-sorry-to-bother-you
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/28665/film-review-pungent-trippy-satire-in-sorry-to-bother-you
http://www.tcpdf.org

