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CHICAGO – Since the Golden Age of cinema, theaters have tried countlessly to deliver up big budget films. Summer is here and the public is
showing that they are cooling off these blockbusters, no longer fooled by the thought that cost equates to quality. “War for the Planet of the
Apes” shows us that blockbusters may still be redeemed by channeling some Old Hollywood magic.

Rating: 4.5/5.0

There is a nostalgic quality that Matt Reeves injects into the “Planet of the Apes” mythos in this prequel trilogy, but it becomes much more
apparent in the closing entry that is “War for the Planet of the Apes”. Reeves borrows elements, both cinematic and narrative, from the big
budget Hollywood films of old and gives the film a well-earned sense of grandeur. Together, screenwriters Mark Bomback and Matt Reeves
turn this tale about apes into an epic of “King Kong” proportions. The story is one we have encountered in nearly every possible genre
throughout the entire lifetime of film. It is a tale of survival, revenge, redemption, and war. The only difference is that it is a story about the
survival of a species that is not the human race; the more interesting part being that we are rooting for the collapse of humanity and the
perseverance of a group that is considered our evolutionary cousins. “War of the Planet of the Apes” is a genre chameleon that is always
adapting to new story lines or plot twists in order to keep the viewer in a constant state of attention, never allowing them to feel the over 2-hour
runtime.

As we travel through the different genres, the film turns into a tour of thematic elements. It starts off as a New World story, showing the
humans as invaders and evoking heavy comparisons to American Colonialism. The film quickly shifts into a revenge film with our protagonists
on horseback as they look for justice, which is essentially the backbone of every Western story. Scattered throughout the film, there are
flourishes of 80’s war film influences, with the most obvious being “Apocalypse Now” (including the clever, in-film pun “Ape-pocalypse
Now”). These themes have skillfully coalesced, but in the end, they are merely used to support the film’s all-encompassing religious
comparison to the plight of the Jews.

“War for the Planet of the Apes” opens everywhere on July 14th. Featuring Andy Serkis, Woody Harrelson, Judy Greer, Steve Zahn, Sara
Canning, and Amiah Miller. Screenplay by Mark Bomback and Matt Reeves. Directed by Matt Reeves. Rated “PG-13”

Continue reading for Jon Espino’s full review of “War for the Planet of the Apes” [15]
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 Sometimes evolution favors a different species in ‘War for the Planet of the Apes’

Photo credit: 20th Century Fox

Continue reading for Jon Espino’s full review of “War for the Planet of the Apes” [15]

 
Source URL (retrieved on Apr 25 2024 - 2:10am):
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/27739/film-review-war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes-delivers-old-hollywood-grandeur

Links:
[1] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/users/jonhc
[2] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/20th-century-fox
[3] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/andy-serkis
[4] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/batman
[5] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/hollywoodchicagodotcom-content
[6] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/jon-espino
[7] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/judy-greer
[8] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/matt-reeves
[9] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/michael-giacchino
[10] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/movie-review
[11] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/planet-of-the-apes
[12] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/steve-zahn
[13] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes
[14] http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/woody-harrelson
[15] http://hollywoodchicago.com/reviews/27737/war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes-delivers-old-hollywood-grandeur

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Page 2 of 2

http://hollywoodchicago.com/reviews/27737/war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes-delivers-old-hollywood-grandeur
http://www.hollywoodchicago.com/news/27739/film-review-war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes-delivers-old-hollywood-grandeur
http://www.tcpdf.org

