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CHICAGO – The future of story experience was on display at the recent 16th Tribeca Film Festival, and its popularity bodes well for the
evolution of audience interaction. The “Virtual Arcade,” which was at the festival hub in the Tribeca neighborhood, featured Virtual
Reality (VR), interactive storytelling and immersive experiences, which takes the participant into the world they once only watched. Loren
Hammonds is the Programmer for these experiential works.

Loren Hammonds studied at a film conservatory at Purchase College in New York, and then worked in indie film production as a grip and
production assistant. After curating at a video store in the West Village neighborhood of NYC, he made contacts at the Tribeca Film Festival.
He has worked for the festival for nine years, programming films and evolving into the experiential realm.

Programmer Loren Hammonds of the Tribeca Film Festival Oversees the ‘Virtual Arcade’

Photo credit: Patrick McDonald for HollywoodChicago.com

HollywoodChicago.com talked to Hammonds in the midst of covering the Tribeca Film Festival.

HollywoodChicago.com: VR concepts have been around in theory and practice since the 1930s. What has been the recent breakthrough
that made VR more practical and accessible?

Loren Hammonds: It’s started with mobile phone technology, and their powerful possessors, and how it helped innovators to understand
360 VR in a different way - it just needed a few more components. Add that to escalating processing power of computers, and it all made this
possible.
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HollywoodChicago.com: What is your background in evolving this technology, and how do you plan to stay involved in it?

Hammonds: My background is in film, I was a programmer here at Tribeca for six years. Five years ago, Ingrid Kopp introduced the
Storyscapes into the festival. Eventually VR crept into that program, and interactive entertainment is something that is a personal interest and
passion of mine. As VR became more prevalent, I wanted to get involved because it was such an interesting storytelling tool. As it expanded, I
grew with it.

HollywoodChicago.com: Without going into too much detail, what is the current process for capturing VR concepts and presenting them as a
finished work?

Hammonds: The creator and developer communities are taking radical approaches to each of these experiences. I’ve seen this process go
from a paper deck presentation of concepts, to a two minute beginning experiment, to the addition of forms to enhance the presentation and
bring it to life. Now to see it this far along, where additional effects are added like wind, smells or heat if necessary, it’s such an interesting
result. It’s about creating a place, but then adding an additional 10,000 images to really capture a virtual environment. It seems now that sky is
the limit, and it’s encouraging to talk to the creators and have them talk story first, and then working with the developers to deliver that story in
the medium.

HollywoodChicago.com: What characterizes the Immersive Arcade at the Tribeca Film Festival, since you manage it?

Hammonds: When it’s really cooking, there are lines at all of the presentations. I think lately people are interested in the future of VR as
something that isn’t necessarily isolating, with multi-person experiences becoming more popular.

HollywoodChicago.com: Obviously film exhibition is a next frontier for VR and immersive. Which studios are most interested, and when do
you think theaters will add it to their options?

The Interviewer Experiences the Immersive
Photo credit: Patrick McDonald for HollywoodChicago.com

Hammonds: First off, EVERY studio is interested. [laughs] But there interest has varied, for example, last year they saw it mostly as a
marketing tool for the films themselves. Suddenly, in only one year, it’s about original content being developed. FOX Innovation is breaking
new ground, partnering with creators who were in residence here last year, and that’s exciting, especially in anticipation of what kind of
original content can be done. Asia is leading the way in exhibition, there are VR arcades all over China and Korea, even in movie theaters, and
that is being noticed here.

HollywoodChicago.com: Besides entertainment, what are the practical applications for VR/Immersive in every day life?

Hammonds: There is so much… meditation, therapy, medicine and education to name a few. There are also presentations that are hybrids, a
piece called ”Unrest,” that fosters empathy for a disability condition, to give people a feeling of what it may be like in real life. We have some
ecological presentations here this year, they are calls to action and not just entertainment. There is so much potential.

HollywoodChicago.com: What is the new game changer for the next stage of this technology?

Hammonds: We’re all very interested to see how Augmented Reality [AR], AKA mixed reality, will work with VR. There is some concern about
the isolating nature of VR, but AR allows you to see your environment along with the digital VR. I haven’t seen anything in AR that is
super-strong storytelling yet, but as we’ve seen with VR the evolution came so quickly that I anticipate that the same can happen for AR.

HollywoodChicago.com: Personally, what do you want for an audience to take away from an immersive or VR demonstration?

Hammonds: I hope it will just allow for more diversity in storytelling. That’s what I’m most interested in, that creators and creative minds can
use VR in different ways. I’m excited to see what will happen.

On PAGE TWO, Patrick McDonald reviews the Immersive/VR presentations he experienced at the 16th Tribeca Film Festival…
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”Remember: Remember”

’Remember: Remember’

Photo credit: Tribeca Film Festival

How does memory function when there is a world conspiring against those remembrances? Project Creator Kevin Cornish directs a dystopia
of amazing realism and fear. You are a fellow traveler with the female protagonist, as she sits in jail cell trying to remember what she has
forgotten. The pieces of that consequence start to come to life, highlighted by an alien invasion that is chilling in its presence. HIGHLIGHT:
People waiting in line get to observe the reactions and contortions of the person experiencing “Remember: Remember.”

”Tree”

If You Were a ‘Tree,’ What Tree Would You Be?

Photo credit: Tribeca Film Festival

A perfect example of VR/Immersive used as environmental consciousness. The participant is a tree, from a seedling to destruction. Your arms
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become the branches, as wildlife settle upon them (out damned squirrel!). The freakiest experience is the emergence as a seed that breaks
the earth and begins to grow. Additionally, project creators Milica Zec and Winslow Porter has added wind, heat and environment to your tree
growing interaction. HIGHLIGHT: Once the bonds of earth are severed, the tree flies over the earth as if an angel.

”The Protectors: Walk in the Ranger’s Shoes”

’The Protectors: Walk in the Ranger’s Shoes’

Photo credit: Tribeca Film Festival

Another environmentally conscious presentation, facilitated by film director Kathryn Bigelow (“The Hurt Locker”) and Imraan Ismail, the
participant goes on patrol with the rangers of Garamba National Park. Located in the Congo in Africa, the vast parklands are rife with ivory
poachers, and the killing of elephants are a constant threat. The rangers are as vigilant as warriors, and as respectful of their job as saints.
This is as terse and immersive as an experience can be. HIGHLIGHT: This is a great one to look all around your 360 degree view, especially
as a helicopter comes to pick up you and the rangers. Congrats Kathryn B.

”Neurospeculative Afrofeminism”
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Demonstrating a Confrontation Shield at the ‘Neurospeculative Afrofeminism’ Display

Photo credit: Patrick McDonald for HollywoodChicago.com

Social consciousness and justice has never been more entertainingly presented as a group of techies and artists have come together to
address the prejudices of judgement and authoritarianism. You stare in a mirror at a virtual salon, but your makeover involves the situation of
being the “other,” and understanding how stupid it is to be any kind of superior force (if you’re in that position, as I am as a white male). The
passion in this project is its strength, as created by Hyphen-Labs, and project creators Ashley Baccus-Clark, Carmen Aquilar y Wedge, Ece
Tankal and Nitzan Bartov. HIGHLIGHT: There was a presentation of devices at the kiosk that were designed to counteract protest
confrontations.

”Hallelujah”

’Hallelujah’

Photo credit: Tribeca Film Festival

The timing was right, with the recent passing of the composer of this ubiquitous song (Leonard Cohen), but the lack of creativity of picking this
particular song, and the strange presentation – a single singer performs all the parts, and let’s just say I hope his mother has seen this,
because she’ll love it to death – this is more of an experiment by project creators Zach Richter, Bobby Halvorson, Eames Kolar, “Within” and
“Lytro.” There is an expansion by the end, but the overall experience, both in the odd choice of a song that won’t go away and the single shot
of the singer, makes it less Immersive than the others. HIGHLIGHT: However, the reveal at the end is pretty darn spectacular.

READ ALL OF PATRICK McDONALD’s COVERAGE OF THE 2017 TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL… (click on headline)

Opening Night of the 2017 Tribeca Film Festival [18]

Ron Howard Walks the Red Carpet for ‘Genius’ [19]

Anne Heche Walks the Red Carpet for ‘My Friend Dahmer’ [20]

Tracy Morgan & Sting on the Red Carpet for ‘The Clapper’ [21]

Burt Reynolds & Robert De Niro on the Red Carpet for ‘Dog Years’ [22]

2017 Tribeca Film Festival Honors ‘Keep the Change’ as Best U.S. Narrative Feature [23]

The Films of the 2017 Tribeca Film Festival [24]

The 2017 Tribeca Film Festival took place from April 19th through April 30th. For more general information on 2017 Tribeca, click here. [25]

[26]

By PATRICK McDONALD [27]
Editorial Coordinator, Writer
HollywoodChicago.com
pat@hollywoodchicago.com [26]
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