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CHICAGO – Sequels are the bane of film’s existence. They tend to end with unresolved plotlines in an attempt to promote the need for
another film. Disappointing film franchises have been built this way, but Danny Boyle is the last person I would have expected this from. “T2
Trainspotting” is the sequel to “Trainspotting” that we never wanted but are surprisingly happy to have.

Rating: 3.5/5.0

“Trainspotting” didn’t end the conventional way by resolving every conflict, but instead ended with the limitless potential of a new beginning.
Danny Boyle has never been a slave to conventions so this comes as no surprise, but the way he ended the first film left it completely
open-ended and up to the imagination of the viewer. There is a purity to that approach that forces the audience to take everything they have
experienced and learned during the film and use it to create their own ending. True filmmaking should always transform the audience into
active participants, and “Trainspotting” accomplishes that in spades. I’m not just referring to the traumatizing scenes with the baby on the
ceiling or dead in the crib, which haunted me the first time I saw the film as a child. [In retrospect, I probably shouldn’t have been allowed to
see this film as young as I saw it]

Boyle has always held the longstanding idea that he would never create a sequel to any of his films, and we happily thanked him for that.
When told correctly, there is never the need to tell a compelling story with sequels. At least, that’s the view I had going into “T2.” The film
takes place 20 years after the events of the first film with the majority of the original cast reprising their roles. The story follows Renton’s
(Ewan McGregor) journey as he returns home to reconcile with his past and plan for a future he never knew he would have. Returning
screenplay writer John Hodge returns to tell continue the story by putting the old crew into similar situations and escapades that made the first
film so exciting. Although the sequel it takes some of the power away from the open ending in “Trainspotting,” “T2” gives us something
equally satiating by providing a sense of closure we didn’t realize we needed.

“T2 Trainspotting” opened everywhere on March 31st. Featuring Ewan McGregor, Robert Carlyle, Jonny Lee Miller, Ewen Bremner, Shirley
Henderson, Anjela Nedyalkova and Kelly Macdonald. Screenplay by John Hodges. Directed by Danny Boyle. Rated “R”

Continue reading for Jon Espino’s full review of “T2 Trainspotting” [19]
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 Simon (Jonny Lee Miller) and Renton (Ewan McGregor) bonding over bad habits in ‘T2 Trainspotting’
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