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CHICAGO – “The Spongebob Movie: Sponge Out Of Water” squeezes another big-screen adventure out of America’s favorite undersea fry
cook, and introduces some tantalizing comic possibilities that ramp up the series – including winking meta references – but it’s ambitions
remain distinctly small scale.

Rating: 3.5/5.0

It’s essentially a super-sized episode of the animated series, and that’s OK. This one boasts the additions of 3D and Antonio Banderas at his
scallywag-iest as a pirate named Burger Beard. That fact that I chuckled to myself while writing the name “Burger Beard” may tell you
something about my opinions on Mr. Squarepants (voiced by Tom Kenny) and the other residents of Bikini Bottom.

Spongebob belongs to that upper echelon of animated series that work for both children and adults – and dads may find themselves chuckling
right along with their little ones. It’s a place where references to Stanley Kubrick and seagulls in a porta potty can reside comfortably
alongside one another. The film begins after Burger Beard navigates an island of booby traps to get his hands on the mysterious book of the
film. Then while surrounding by yammering CGI seagulls, he spins the tale of Spongebob, but he appears to be able to change the story by
rewriting the book as he goes.

 “The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water” opens everywhere on February 6th. Featuring the voices and performances of Tom Kenny,
Antonio Banderas, Tim Conway, Billy West, Rob Paulsen and Bill Fagerbakke. Screenplay by Glenn Berger and Jonathan Aibel. Directed by
Paul Tibbit. Rated “PG”

Continue reading for Spike Walters’ full review of “The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water” [15]
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On Dry Land: The Gang Poses in ‘The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water’

Photo credit: Paramount Pictures
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