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CHICAGO – The world certainly didn’t need another “Ten Commandments,” but director Ridley Scott tries to remake the 50’s Biblical epic
anyway – led by Christian Bale as a scowling and shouting Moses. Yet Bale can’t hold a staff to Charlton Heston and Scott is no Cecil B.
DeMille. Ostensibly this is a movie about the power of faith, but Scott’s film has no soul within.

Rating: 2.0/5.0

Bale starts as the favored adopted son of the aging pharaoh Seti (John Turturro). He’s the pharaoh who would rather hand over the keys to
his kingdom to Moses than his own flesh and blood, the egotistical Ramses (an uncomfortable-looking Joel Edgerton). Moses starts out a
cynic, but after a little trip to see the suffering the slaves are enduring, he learns of his own true Hebrew heritage.

Once the pharaoh dies and Ramses takes power he has Moses banished to exile. Moses becomes a sheep farmer, settles down with a wife
and child, until he’s called to head back into the palace to free the slaves and tell the pharaoh to “let my people go.” Bale plays Moses as an
easily enraged leader on the battlefield prone to shouting for little or no reason. He’s all beard and boorishness with a muddled British accent.

 “Exodus: Gods and Kings” opens everywhere on December 12th. Featuring Ridley Scott, Christian Bale, Joel Edgerton, Sigourney Weaver,
Aaron Paul, Ben Mendelsohn, Ben Kingsley and John Turturro. Written by Adam Cooper, Bill Collage, Jeffrey Caine and Steve Zaillian.
Directed by Ridley Scott. Rated “PG-13”

Continue reading for Spike Walters’ full review of “Exodus: God and Kings” [15]
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Joel Edgerton, John Turturro and Christian Bale in ‘Exodus: God and Kings’
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