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Remember when we were growing up? We were LUCKY if we got a decent animated film once a year in the ’80s and we spent most of our
Saturday mornings watching total junk that now passes as nostalgia. We can say that music, film, or even literature was better when we
younger. Animation? No way. Just take a look at four recent releases of the animated form that perfectly show the breadth and remarkable
quality of the medium (and, yes, animation is a “form,” not a “genre.”)

The two best animated films of 2014 happen to come out on the same day on Blu-ray, tomorrow, June 17, 2014. One was even nominated for
the Oscar this year (but not released domestically) and the other is likely to WIN the Oscar next year (unless “The Box Trolls” lives up to my
sky-high expectations). One has already been seen by millions of people around the world and the other you probably haven’t even herd of.
And both are magical in their own, special way. The movies are, of course, “The Lego Movie” and “Ernest & Celestine.” You probably know
about the former—a delightful, smart, poignant look at the power of imagination that also happens to serve as the best feature-length
commercial for a product that I’ve ever seen (I’d love to see stats on how much LEGO sales have increased since the flick was released). The
latter is a gorgeous, moving French fairy tale about a unique friendship that forms between a mouse and a bear. It’s a hand-drawn beauty that
attempts and accomplishes very different things than “The Lego Movie” but you really should see them both. Now.

You’ve probably seen “How to Train Your Dragon” and maybe even the excellent sequel, now in theaters. As is often the case when a sequel
is released, the previous blockbuster gets a new special edition Blu-ray/DVD/Ultraviolet release. It’s kind of a lackluster release if you already
own one of the best animated films of the last decade but it’s a solid special edition if your rugrats happen to be interested in the sequel and
you want to see the film that started it all.

Finally, there’s a bit of animation entirely distinct from “The Lego Movie,” “Ernest & Celestine,” and “How to Train Your Dragon” — Cartoon
Network’s glorious oddity “Regular Show,” the third season of which comes out tomorrow in a nicely-stacked DVD that includes episode
commentaries. “Regular Show” doesn’t get the attention of the admittedly-superior “Adventure Time” but it’s still totally worth a look. Over
seven hours of “Regular Show”? Sign me up.
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The Lego Movie

Photo credit: Warner Bros.

“The Lego Movie”

Synopsis:
An ordinary LEGO minifigure, mistakenly thought to be the extraordinary MasterBuilder, is recruited to join a quest to stop an evil LEGO tyrant
from gluing the universe together.

Special Features:
o Get a brick’s-eye view of Emmet’s crazy adventures, then see how bricks were born in Bringing LEGO to Life! Have nonstop fun with a
Director/Star Commentary, Outtakes, “Everything is Awesome” Sing-Along and Much More!
o Dream Job: Meet the LEGO Builders

Ernest and Celestine

Photo credit: GKIDS

“Ernest & Celestine”

Synopsis:
Deep below snowy, cobblestone streets, tucked away in networks of winding tunnels, lives a tiny mouse named Celestine. Unlike her fellow
mice, Celestine is an artist and a dreamer, and has a hard time fitting in. When he nearly ends up as a breakfast for a grumpy bear named
Ernest, the two become fast friends and embark on an adventure that will put a smile on your face and make your heart glow.

Special Features:
o Making Of Featurette
o Feature-Length Animatic
o Interview with Director Benjamin Renner
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How to Train Your Dragon

Photo credit: DreamWorks

“How to Train Your Dragon”

Synopsis:
A winner with audiences and critics alike, DreamWorks Animation’s How To Train Your Dragon rolls fire-breathing action, epic adventure and
laughs into a captivating and original story. Hiccup is a young Viking who defies tradition when he befriends one of his deadliest foes - a
ferocious dragon he calls Toothless. Together, the unlikely heroes must fight against all odds to save both their worlds in this “wonderful
good-time hit!” (Gene Shalit, Today)

Special Features:
o New Episode Of DreamWorks Dragons: Defenders Of Berk
o Ultimate Book Of Dragons
o Trivia Track
o More Behind-The-Scenes Dragon Fun!
o Legend Of The BoneKnapper Dragon
o Deleted Scenes
o Filmmakers’ Commentary
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Regular Show: The Complete Third Season

Photo credit: Cartoon Network

“Regular Show: The Complete Third Season”

Special Features:
o Episode Commentaries
o Four Things You Didn’t Know About J.G.
o J.G. Answers Why
o Characters Come to Life: Live Episode Read

“How to Train Your Dragon” is now available on Blu-ray; “Ernest & Celestine,” “The LEGO Movie,” and “Regular Show: The Complete Third
Season” will be available on June 17, 2014.
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