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CHICAGO – Sure, I’ll admit it. With so many new films to screen and review, I’ll choose the sci-fi action/thriller from the man behind the
Bourne flicks over a movie that’s being called “the greatest romance story of this decade”.

But when realizing I only have time this week to write “The Fault in Our Stars” or “Edge of Tomorrow,” the choice – albeit unusual for me
because of my love for sci-fi – comes quickly without thinking twice. While comparing them is like apples and orange, the first won’t stand the
test of time while the latter with stay with you for years to come.

Rating: 4.0/5.0

My interest in “The Fault in Our Stars” wasn’t typical. It was piqued while interviewing co-stars Shailene Woodley and Ansel Elgort at
the Chicago red-carpet premiere [20] not for this romantic drama with a $12 million budget but for the blockbuster “Divergent” with an $85
million budget.

I recall Shailene being soft spoken and even shy in my interview. While being required to talk about “Divergent” and the healthy paycheck
she’s getting from that series, she was clearly more fired up by discussing the upcoming smaller movie that she’d star in just 3 months later.
Though the 23-year-old Shailene already had more star power because of her breakout role in “The Descendents,” speaking to the
20-year-old Ansel was a different experience.

He struck me as raw, humble talent who is still sponging in the fact that he’s just now getting famous. “The Fault in Our Stars” will put him
over the top to women and men everywhere as it’ll be his breakout role as the film’s male romantic lead. It’s impossible not to compare him to
Ryan Gosling’s effectiveness in 2004’s romantic gem “The Notebook” with Rachel McAdams.

Read Adam
Fendelman’s full review
of “The Fault in Our
Stars”. [21]

While women get stereotyped as being more attracted to the “chick flick” than guys, “The Notebook” was the rarity that bridged both genders.
It brought them together by choice rather than force. While “The Notebook” was the romantic star of the last decade, this has rarely happened
since. Good try, “The Vow” and “About Time,” but pretty much no guy wanted to see Hollywood’s romance star in those unless their
girlfriends bribed them.

“The Fault in Our Stars” returns us to the magic gender-crushing ingredients in “The Notebook”. It figures out how to do what so many other
romance films fail to: put a guy and a girl together and actually release in them natural, real chemistry instead of artificially forcing them to feel
it. When they fake it, audiences know it and don’t fall in love when they try to for a couple hours.

“The Fault in our Stars” stars Shailene Woodley, Ansel Elgort, Laura Dern, Sam Trammell, Willem Dafoe, Nat Wolff, Lotte Verbeek, Ana Dela
Cruz, Randy Kovitz, David Whalen, Milica Govich and Emily Peachey from director Josh Boone and writers Scott Neustadter and Michael H.
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Weber based on the novel by John Green. The film has a running time of 125 minutes and opened on June 6, 2014. It is rated “PG-13” for
thematic elements, some sexuality and brief strong language.

Continue for Adam Fendelman’s full review of “The Fault in Our Stars”. [21]

Hazel (Shailene Woodley) and Gus (Ansel Elgort) share a tender moment during a memorable trip to Amsterdam in “The Fault of Our Stars”.

Photo credit: James Bridges, 20th Century Fox

Continue for Adam Fendelman’s full review of “The Fault in Our Stars”. [21]
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