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CHICAGO – Given the state of the post-9/11 world, and the delicate negotiations between nations, remaking “Red Dawn” posed a
considerable risk. But the film takes a ‘“damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead,” approach, and pulls off an adrenaline rush featuring Chris
Hemsworth, Josh Hutcherson and Josh Peck.

Rating: 3.5/5.0

It’s World War III all over again, this time featuring the North Koreans instead of the Russians. Like the original film, it features common
teenagers and young adults turned into a guerrilla military force. Also like its predecessor, “Red Dawn” is stocked with the appropriately aged
actors of the moment, and creates their heroes by defining them as underground vigilantes. It becomes about stiffening the spine, fighting the
enemy and kicking ass – and the movie delivers that in spades – mostly with firefights and explosions. The actions sequences are well staged,
and like the 1984 film produces the same weird chill of seeing paramilitary activity on Norman Rockwell’s Main Street.

In a mid size town in Washington State, the bucolic life centers on high school sports and American values. Lurking in the background is an
unstable situation overseas, that devolves into a new “axis of evil,” anchored by North Korea. The United States government is compromised,
and North Korean paratroopers descend even into the small town, attacking America on its own soil. This hits home to one particular family, as
father Tom (Brett Cullen) is the town sheriff, and he encourages his sons Jed (Chris Hemsworth) and Matt (Josh Peck) to escape to a family
cabin.

Several of Matt’s high school buddies and Jed’s friends have escaped with them, including Robert (Josh Hutcherson), Toni (Adrianne Palicki)
and Erica (Isabel Lucas). Jed was in-country in Iraq, and he understands the situation at hand. After witnessing a tragedy, he buries the crew
deep in the woods and begins training them in guerrilla warfare. They start covert missions against the North Koreans and call themselves
Wolverines, after their high school mascot. When a lost Marine colonel named Tanner (Jeffrey Dean Morgan) joins up with the force, victory
might be in their grasp.

 “Red Dawn” opens everywhere on November 21st. Featuring Chris Hemsworth, Josh Peck, Josh Hutcherson, Adrianne Palicki, Isabel Lucas,
Connor Cruise and Jeffrey Dean Morgan. Screenplay by Carl Ellsworth and Jeremy Passmore. Directed by Dan Bradley. Rated “PG-13”
(naturally, as the original was the first film to receive the “PG-13” rating)

Continue reading for Patrick McDonald’s full review of “Red Dawn” [14]
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Wolverines!: Matt (Josh Peck), Robert (Josh Hutcherson) and Jed (Chris Hemsworth) in ‘Red Dawn’
Photo credit: Film District
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