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CHICAGO — While the new sci-fi/lsuperhero film “I Am Number Four” can be easily dismissed as yet another “Twilight” knockoff, the power of
two mega-producers arms the film with nearly as much right as it does wrong. Thankfully for Chicagoans the film doesn’t star Brett Favre
because of his numerical jersey affiliation, but with a story this weak, that stretch wouldn’t be too far.

Rating: 2.5/5.0

With “I play a lot of Xbox” as the film’s only funny line from the mouth of Callan McAuliffe after decimating his first bad guy, “I Am Number
Four” has one of the cheesiest scripts in recent memory. Words like the “Mogadorians” (the enemy) soil this script and the “story” is merely
an insulting excuse to exhibit some genuinely neat-o special effects.

The screenplay comes from Alfred Gough (“Spider-Man 27), Miles Millar (“Spider-Man 2”) and Marti Noxon (“Buffy the Vampire Slayer”),
based on the novel by Jobie Hughes and James Frey. Despite a painfully anemic script that could be better written by a foreign-language
student who doesn’t know English, the film does itself some actual justice with its special effects.

f-*-:Read Adam
Fendelman’s full review
of “I Am Number Four”.
[17]

With some big names attached to “I Am Number Four” (“Transformers,” “Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen” and “Transformers: Dark of
the Moon” director Michael Bay produces and Steven Spielberg was previously attached as a producer), the film invests heavily and
successfully in its action sequences and special effects. “Disturbia” director D.J. Caruso directs “I Am Number Four” with some familiar action
sequences from “Eagle Eye”.

Speaking of the film’s action violence, “I Am Number Four” is rated “PG-13” for its intense sequences of violence and action and for language.
While this film plays to a similar demographic as the “Harry Potter” and “Twilight” flicks, its action sequences are more like “The Dark

Knight,” “The Incredible Hulk” and “Iron Man” (all of which are also rated “PG-13"). Parents should think twice about bringing their 13-year-old
kids to this Disney/DreamWorks picture.

“I Am Number Four” stars Alex Pettyfer, Timothy Olyphant, Dianna Agron, Teresa Palmer, Callan McAuliffe, Kevin Durand, Jake Abel, Jeff
Hochendoner, Patrick Sebes, Greg Townley, Reuben Langdon, Emily Wickersham, Molly McGinnis, Brian Howe and Andy Owen from director
D.J. Caruso and writers Alfred Gough, Miles Millar and Marti Noxon based on the novel by Jobie Hughes and James Frey. “I Am Number
Four” is rated “PG-13” for intense sequences of violence and action and for language. The film, which has a running time of 110 minutes,
opened on Feb. 18, 2011.

I Continue for Adam Fendelman’s full “I Am Number Four” review. [17]
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Sarah (Dianna Agron) is awed by the new ability John (Alex Pettyfer) shares with her in “I Am Number Four”.
Image credit: DreamWorks Il Distribution Co.
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