
Xanadu, The Broadway Musical Phenomenon
Published on HollywoodChicago.com (http://www.hollywoodchicago.com)

Xanadu, The Broadway Musical Phenomenon

  Submitted by heronpr [1] on August 21, 2012 - 11:25am 

Cost Event [2]

   Start:   Sep 22 2012 01:00  
  End:  Oct 28 2012 05:00   
  Timezone: Etc/GMT-5   

Drury Lane Theatre, 100 Drury Lane, presents the effervescentBroadway musical XANADU, previewing September 6, opening Thursday,
September 13 at 8 p.m. and running through October 28, 2012.The cast of XANADU is led by Gina Milo as “Clio/Kira” (Jeff Award nominee
for her role as “Lady of the Lake” in Spamalot at Drury Lane Theatre, Broadway’s Les Miserables and the National Tours of Les Miserables,
Annie and TheBest Little Whorehouse in Texas) and Chris Critelli as “Sonny” (“David” in the World Premiere of Tinyard Hill at TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, nominated for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Play by the Midtown International Theatre Festival for his role as “Steve” in
Kidnapping Laura Linney,“Chad” in All Shook Up at Artpark, and founding member of the HIVE Theatre). The production is directed and
choreographed by Jeff Award winner Rachel Rockwell (Drury Lane Theatre’s The Sound of Music, Sweeney Todd and Ragtime), who was
named “Best Director” by Chicago Magazine in 2010.
XANADUis a hysterical, roller skating musical adventure that has been described as “Heaven on wheels!” by The New York Times. The New
Yorker raved that the production is “Ridiculously brilliant, lavish and sublime!” XANADU was nominated for four 2008 Tony Awards (including
Best Musical) and won the 2008 Outer Critics Circle Award for Outstanding New Musical. The production features an original hit score
composed by pop-rock legends Jeff Lynne and John Farrar includingMagic, Party All Over the World, Suddenly, I’m Alive, Evil Woman,
Xanadu, and many other chart-topping tunes. Lynne wrote and produced all the music of Electric Light Orchestra (E.L.O), who had 19 Top 20
hit singles in the U.S. between 1972 and 1986. Farrar was responsible for most of the hits that were performed by Olivia Newton-John in the
1970’s. Douglas Carter Beane, one of Broadway’s master storytellers, weaves a moving, electrifying tale of endless fun with an inspiring
message to follow your dreams. His work earned him the 2008 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Book of a Musical.

XANADUis based on the Universal Pictures cult classic movie of the same title, which starred Olivia Newton-John and Gene Kelly. XANADU
follows the journey of a magical and beautiful Greek muse, Kira, who descends from the heavens of Mt. Olympus to Venice Beach, California
in 1980 on a quest to inspire a struggling artist, Sonny, to achieve the greatest artistic creation of all time: a roller disco. When Kira falls into
forbidden love with the mortal Sonny, her jealous sisters take advantage of the situation and chaos abounds.

Jeff Award winner Roberta Duchak (The Sound of Music,Sweeney Todd, Ragtime, and Spamalot at Drury Lane Theatre) serves as Musical
Director of XANADU, and Amber Mak (Ragtime and Sweeney Todd at Drury Lane Theatre) is Assistant Director and Associate
Choreographer. Jeff Award winner Kevin Depinet’s (The Sound of Music, Sweeney Todd, and Ragtime at Drury Lane Theatre and Set
Designer for the film Public Enemies) set transports audiences to a magical 80’s inspired fantasy land with a flying Pegasus, painted Greek
columns, and a sparkling light-up roller disco. The whimsical set is further enhanced by vibrant lighting designed by Jeff Award winner Jesse
Klug (Gypsy, The Sound of Music, Sweeney Todd and Spamalot at Drury Lane Theatre and The Screwtape Letters National Tour) and
stunning projections by Mike Tutaj. Playful retro costumes are by Kurt Alger (Hairspray at Drury Lane Theatre), Sound Design is by Garth
Helm (The Sound of Music and Sweeney Todd at Drury Lane Theatre), and Wig Design is by Rick Jarvie.

XANADU also stars Stephanie Binetti as “Euterpe” (National Tour of Mamma Mia!, Curtains on Broadway and White Christmas at Marriott
Theatre),multi-Jeff Award nominee Sean Blake as “Terpsicore” (Porgy and Bess at Court Theatre), Gary Carlson as “Thalia” (Spamalot at
Drury Lane Theatre), Robin Childress (Shout! at Marriott Theatre), Jake Klinkhammer (Beauty and the Beast at Chicago Shakespeare), Jeff
Award winner Tammy Mader as “Erato” (Director of Hairspray at Drury Lane Theatre and the Choreographer of Drury Lane Theatre’s
Spamalot, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, and Gypsy), multi-Jeff Award nominee Christine Sherrill as “Melponeme” (National Tour of
Mamma Mia!, Legally Blonde at Marriott Theatre and Curtains at Drury Lane Theatre), multi-Jeff Award winner Nancy Voigts as “Calliope”
(Curtains at Drury Lane Theatre), and Gene Weygandt as “Danny” (Wicked and Big: The Musical on Broadway).

The performance schedule for XANADU is as follows: Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. ($35), Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. ($35) and 8 p.m. ($40), Fridays
at 8:00 p.m. ($45), Saturdays at 5 p.m. ($45) and 8:30 p.m. ($46) and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. ($45) and 6 p.m. ($40). Lunch and dinner theater
packages range from $49.75 to $68 depending on the day of the week. Group rates for Student tickets start as low as $20 and Senior Citizen
tickets start as low as $30 for matinees and $44.75 for a matinee luncheon package. For reservations, call the Drury Lane Theatrebox office at
630.530.0111, call TicketMaster at 800.745.3000 or visit www.drurylaneoakbrook.com [3].
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